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Overview: The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act  
Earlier today, U.S. Congressional leaders agreed to $2 trillion stimulus package (S. 3548 The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act) in an effort combat and confront the coronavirus pandemic. The bill is in addition to the $150 
billion Coronavirus Relief fund that will provide state, local, and tribal governments with additional resources to combat 
the pandemic—more details to come on this measure.    

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Matt Hilgart, AMC Government Relations Manager. 

S. 3548 includes: 

Health/Support Services/Food Access 
• $172 billion in investments in healthcare, vaccine development, support for state and local governments’ prevention 

and response efforts, and the purchase of critical medical supplies.  It also includes a substantial investment in 
education, child care and other social services programs to support schools and communities during the economic 
crisis resulting from the pandemic. Included in this funding: 

o $4.3 billion to support federal, state, and local public health agencies to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
the coronavirus, including: 

 $1.5 billion to support States, locals, territories, and tribes in their efforts to conduct public health 
activities, including: 

 Purchase of personal protective equipment; 
 Surveillance for coronavirus; 
 Laboratory testing to detect positive cases; 
 Contact tracing to identify additional cases; 
 Infection control and mitigation at the local level to prevent the spread of the virus; and 
 Other public health preparedness and response activities. 

o $100 billion for a new program to provide grants to hospitals, public entities, not-for-profit entities, and 
Medicare and Medicaid enrolled suppliers and institutional providers to cover unreimbursed health care. 
related expenses or lost revenues attributable to the public health emergency resulting from the coronavirus. 

o $200 million for CMS to assist nursing homes with infection control and support states’ efforts to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus in nursing homes. 

• $5 billion is provided for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program to enable nearly 1,240 states, 
counties, and cities to rapidly respond to COVID-19 and the economic and housing impacts caused by it, including the 
expansion of community health facilities, child care centers, food banks, and senior services.  Of the amounts 
provided, $2 billion will be allocated to states and units of local governments that received an allocation under the 
fiscal year 2020 CDBG formula, $1 billion will go directly to states to support a coordinated response across 
entitlement and non-entitlement communities, and $2 billion will be allocated to states and units of local government, 
cities and counties based on the prevalence and risk of COVID-19 and related economic and housing disruption. 

• $15.5 billion in additional SNAP funding. 
• $8.8 billion for child nutrition programs. 
• $450 million for the Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). 
• $200 million for shelter, food and supportive services to individuals and families in sudden economic crisis. 
• $14 billion for commodity credit corporation. 
• $3 billion is included for housing providers to help more than 4.5 million low-income households made up of more 

than 9.6 million individuals currently assisted by HUD to safely remain in their homes or access temporary housing 
assistance in response to economic and housing disruptions caused by COVID-19. 
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Workforce Development 
• $360 million for the Department of Labor to invest in programs that provide training and supportive services for 

dislocated workers, seniors, migrant farmworkers, and homeless veterans.  This also includes funding for DOL 
agencies to ensure new Paid Leave and UI benefits are implemented swiftly and effectively. 

• Expansion of unemployment insurance that would extend benefits by 13 weeks and include a four-month 
enhancement in the benefit amount.  Program eligibility broadened to include freelancers, furloughed employees, and 
gig workers. 

• $3.5 billion for the Child Care Development Block Grant.  This funding will allow childcare programs to maintain 
critical operations, including meeting emergency staffing needs and ensuring first responders and health care 
workers can access childcare while they respond to the pandemic.   

• $1 billion for CSBG to help communities address the consequences of increasing unemployment and economic 
disruption. 

Public Safety/Justice  
• Real ID deadline for states extended to September 30, 2021.  
• $850 million for the “Byrne-Justice Assistance Grant Program”, a flexible federal law enforcement grant program 

that allows state and local police departments and jail to meet local needs, including purchasing of personal 
protective equipment.  

• $50 million for support for legal services to meet legal needs of low-income Americans.  

Small Business Support 
• $562 million to provide Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL). 
• $350 billion worth of 100% guaranteed SBA loans through the “Keeping American Workers Employed and Paid Act.” 

Elections 
• $400 million for states to help prepare for 2020 elections by making voting safer for individuals. Funding can be used 

for increasing ability to vote by mail, expanding early voting and online registration opportunities, increasing safety of 
voters and voting facilities, as well as hiring poll workers.  

Disaster Relief 
• $45 billion to provide for the immediate needs of state local, tribal, and territorial government so protect citizens 

and help them recover from COVID-19.  Reimbursable activities may include medical response, personal protective 
equipment, National Guard deployment, coordination of logistics, safety measures, and community services 
nationwide. 

• $100 million to Emergency Management Performance Grants for state, local, territorial, and tribal governments to 
support coordination, communication, and logistics.  

Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
• $425 million for SAMHSA to increase access to mental health services in our communities through Community 

Behavioral Health Clinics, suicide prevention programs, and emergency response spending that can target support 
where it is most needed, such as outreach to those experiencing homelessness. 

National Guard Support 
• $1.4 billion for deployments of 20,000 members of the National Guard, under the direction of the governors of each 

state, for the next six months in order to support state and local response efforts. 

Rural Development 
• $25 million to support the Distance Learning and Telemedicine program.  This increase will help improve distance 

learning and telemedicine in rural areas of America.  Additionally, $100 million is provided to the ReConnect program 
to help ensure rural Americans have access to broadband, the need for which is increasingly apparent as millions of 
Americans work from home across the country. 

Transportation 
• $25 billion is provided to public transit operators to protect public health and safety while 

ensuring transportation access to jobs, medical treatment, food, and other essential services remain available during 
the COVID-19 response. 


